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IV) EXTERNAL ANATOMY OF THE FOWL 
 

Figure 1 
 

1) Muffling 11) Neck 21) Third Toe 31) Shoulder 

2) Face 12) Neck Hackle 22) Fourth Toe 32) Wing Bow 

3) Ear-lobe 13) Breast 23) Fifth Toe 33) Saddle Hackle 

4) Ear 14) Keel 24) Footings 34) Tail Coverts 

5) Crest 15) Thigh 25) Vulture Hock 35) Side Hangers 

6) Eye 16) Hock Joint 26) Abdomen 36) Tail Sickle 

7) Comb 17) Shank 27) Primary Flights 37) Main Tail Feathers 

8) Beak 18.) Spur 28) Wing Bay 38) Back 

9) Wattles 19) Foot 29) Wing Bar  

10) Beard 20) Middle Toe 30) Wing Covert  
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V) MAIN WING FEATHERS OF POULTRY. 
 

 

 

 

Figure 2 

 
 
 

 
Figure 2: 

1.) Shoulder butt or scapulars 

2.) Wing bow coverts or lesser wing coverts forming the wing bow 

3.) Secondary coverts and median coverts (top) forming the wing bar or speculum 

4.) Secondaries or secondary flight feathers forming the wing bay 

5.) Wing bow coverts or alular coverts 

6.) Axial feather (absent in waterfowl) 

7.) Primary coverts 

8.) Primaries or primary flight feathers 
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VI) TYPES OF COMB 
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Types of comb: 
 

1.) Rose with leader following line 

of neck 

2.) Triple or pea comb 
 

3.) Rose with short leader 

4.) Walnut comb 

5.) Cap 
 

6.) Mulberry 
 

7.) Medium single comb 

 

 
8.) Large single comb 

 

9.) Cup, as in the Sicilian Buttercup 

10.) Rose with long leader 

11.) Leaf, as in Houdan 

12.) Horn 

13.) Small single 
 

14.) Folded Single 
 

15.) Semi-erect single 
 

 

16.) Carnation Comb or King’s Crest 
 
 

 

 
Penedesencas, from the Catalan region from Spain, and a sister breed called the 

Empordanesa, have an interesting comb which is unique to them. The “carnation 

comb” or “king’s crest” starts out as a single comb in the front but then branches off 

into several lobes at the rear, roughly taking on the appearance of a flower or a 

crown, thus the name carnation comb or king’s crest. 
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VII) LEG TYPES 
 
 

 
1. Clean legged, flat side (Leghorn) 2. Clean legged, round shanks (Game) 
3. Heavy feather and feathered toes (foot feather) 4. Feather legged, no 
feathers middle toe (Croad Langshan) 5. Short round shanks (Indian Game) 
6. Five toed (Dorking) 7. Slightly feathered shanks (Modern Langshan) 
8. Feather legged and vulture hocked 9. Thin round shanks (Modern Game) 
10. Mottled shanks (Ancona) 11. Mottled and five toed (Houdan) 
12. Feather legged and five toed (Faverolles). 
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IX) FEATHER MARKINGS 

 
a.) A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Laced Double Laced 

 
 
 
 
 

             Spangled       Mottled or Speckled 

Pencilled Pencilled 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barred Barred 
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b.) FEATHER MARKINGS AND DEFECTS 
 

Plate 1 



O  

PLATE 1 
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Plate 2 
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PLATE 2 
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Plate 3 
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PLATE 3 
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Plate 4 
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PLATE 4 
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c.) FEATHERS AND FEATHER MARKINGS 
 
 

 

Plate 5 
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PLATE 5 

1.) Striped neck hackle, 
cock 

2.) Laced neck hackle, hen 

3.) Striped saddle hackle, 

cock 

4.)  Pencilled hackle, hen 

5.) Ticked hackle 

6.) Tipped neck hackle, 
cock, as in spangled 
Hamburgh 

7.) Striped hackle, cock, 
showing outer fringing of 
colour – a fault 

8.) Striped saddle hackle, 
cock, showing open 
centre (desired only in 
pullet-breeder) 

9.) Pencilled feather, 
cushion, hen, as in silver 
grey Dorking and brown 
Leghorn 

10.) Barred neck hackle, cock 

11.) Triple pencilled back, 

hen 

12.) Laced 

13.) Faulty laced, i.e. 
horseshoed 

14.) Spangled, moon-shaped 

15.) Speckled, irregular- 
shaped white tick shows 
three colours on feather 

16.) Shoulder feather in 
spangled varieties 

17.) Laced crest, Polish pullet 

18.) Crest, Polish hen 

 

 
19.) Crescent marked 

20.) Barred as in Hamburgh. 
Dark and light bars same 
width 

21.) Double laced 

22.) Tipped, showing ‘V’- 
shaped tip, as in Ancona 

23.) Barred as in barred 
Rock, showing barring in 
Undercolour. To finish 
with black bar 

24.) Laced and ticked, as in 
dark Dorking 

25.) Elongated spangle, as in 
Buttercup 

26.) Finely pencilled, as in 
dark Brahma hen 

27.) Barred, as in Campine. 
Finishes with white end. 
Light bars a ¼ to a third 
of the width of dark bars 

28.) Silkie, no webbing in 
feather 

29.) Fine pencilling as in 
black marks of black-red 
and duckwing Game 

30.) Barred Rock sickle 

31.) Buff laced 

32.) Wing marking on flight 
feather 

33.) Laced sickle 

34.) Saddle hackle mackerel 
marked as in Campine 
cockerel 



          X 
 
 

 

 

c.) ANATOMY AND TYPES OF FOWL FEATHERS 
 

 
 
 

 

 


